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Biomass Energy Carbon Capture 
and the Paris Agreement 

BECCS deployment needs to increase from zero to mainstream by 2050 
The future potential of BECCS cannot delay ambitious decarbonisation now

£

BECCS  deployment requires a vast scale up of biomass energy

Lower temperature goals require more negative emissions
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Limiting global warming well below 2°C requires the removal of CO2

from the atmosphere.
Biomass energy Carbon Capture and Storage (BECCS) burns plant biomass to generate 
power without putting CO2 pollution into the atmosphere
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Energy crops
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Crop and forestry waste residues

Lower temperatures mean more need for BECCS
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Data: IMAGE SSP2 van Vuuren 2017 

Vaughan et al (2018) Evaluating the use of biomass energy with carbon capture and storage in low emissions scenarios 
Environmental Research Letters. Design by Asher Minns. Graphics by Nigel Hawtin
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